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Lee Williams grad will pick between awatlon and nukes

ARRON RICCA
aricca@kdminer.com

KINGMAN - Decisions, decisions for Lee Williams
High School graduate and potential valedictorian Kyler
Zachreson.

As one of the brightest students in the school’s first
graduating class, he’s currently tied for first place
with senior Madison Ott. The real valedictorian will be
declared after finals are completed May 20.

After that contest plays out, he’ll have two years to
decide between two high-tech career choices.

Zachreson is a member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. This summer he’ll begin
preparing for a two-year mission. He’s not sure where
the church will send him yet.

“We have little to no say in where they send us,” he
said.

After that, he’s torn between attending Embry-Rid-
dle Aeronautical University in Prescott as an engineer-
ing student or the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Md.

“I love airplanes, but (the U.S. Navy) has a great
nuclear technician program. I've received occasional
contact from the Navy to join their program.”

“I've been mulling over options for a while. All
young boys go through that stage where they say, ‘I
love trucks’ or ‘I love trains.” Well, I like airplanes.”

His Navy enthusiast grandmother steered him
toward the military option. He wanted to be a pilot, but
his eyesight has hampered that idea. In the meantime,
he’s visited both the Naval Academy and Embry-Rid-
dle.

“Both (campuses) are really nice. I'm playing a
game of tug of war right now.”

He took a swing at golf during his freshman and
sophomore years and was the drum major for the
LWHS marching band for the last two years, but boast-
ed most about his devotion to academics.

“We’re all given 24 hours in a
day. It’s up to us how to choose
how they spend them. Some people
spread themselves too thin,” he said.
“I've personally buried myself in my
studies. Just do your homework and
turn it in. That’s how you get good
grades.”

He’s been at LWHS for four years
and talked about some of the chang-
es he’s seen.

“The biggest problem at the begin-
ning was nobody — teachers and stu-
dents — seemed to know what they
were doing. The campus itself didn’t
change, but people learned how to
use it to its fullest. The faculty has
always been top-notch and adjusted
to change and always did their jobs
exceptionally well.”

The lack of older students at the new school meant
there wasn't the usual hazing that goes along with
being a newbie, but there was also a positive void left
unfilled.

“The biggest reason the first year was so difficult is
that there were no seniors to look up to,” Zachreson
admitted.

The lack of social hierarchy didn’t stop him from
charging forward.

“They (LWHS faculty) do a good job of giving you
the tools. I personally enjoyed the sciences and math
so that I might be able to go the engineering route,” he
stated. “It’s also important to know how to read and
write English and do it well.”

“American history is important. To know you're
American and know what we’ve gone through to get to
this point to make sure the next step is a good step.”

He’s still waiting on experience to help him decide.

“I was raised that it’s important to raise a family

-
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Lee Williams High School’s Kyler Zachreson is still waiting for finals to be
over before he can claim the top title.

AARON RICCA/Miner

but also make time to make the world a better place.
The balance of those two is really up to you.”

“I'm still in high school and I don’t know every-
thing. I won't lie and say I do. I want to be more expe-
rienced in the world and its ways before I can make a
conscious decision.

“I feel I'll be able to make that decision relatively
shortly because time waits for no man.”

Zachreson has plenty of gratitude and support.

“I've had a lot of support from everyone I've met,”
he said. “Besides the entire faculty (at LWHS), my
group of friends. We've all been through this together
and we all help and build off of each other.”

He warned the junior classes to buckle up and strap
in.

“We might not be adults yet, but welcome to
pre-adulthood. Things are going to be hard,” Zach-
reson affirmed. “You might not be the same as every-
one else. You are you, that’s the way it should be, keep
working hard and don't let life wear you down.”
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Kingman Academy High School athlete takes top honor

ARRON RICCA
aricca@kdminer.com

KINGMAN — One Kingman Academy High School athlete
has hit a home run to the top of his class.

Thomas Easter is the valedictorian for the 2016
KAHS graduating class, but he wasn’t always on a
strong path to academic success.

He finished 2016 with a 3.97 GPA and had straight
A’s as a freshman, but was thrown a curveball his
sophomore year. His freshman class couldn’t take
honors classes, so when they could make the jump the
next year, his grades didn’t exactly join the club.

“The workload got to some of us,” he said. “Most
of us adjusted well. It was a big jump at first but after
the sophomore year we were used to it.”

Freshmen can now take honors-level classes to get
a running start.

“It’s good (the school district) fixed that and lets
them take those classes now,” he said.

Most of Kingman Academy seniors have taken
finals and are waiting for graduation. Easter still has
some work to do.

“I've been writing my graduation speech for the
most part and cleaning the house for my graduation
party.”

He wants to play baseball and excel in a market-
able profession, but has to flip a coin to pick between
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and Grand Canyon
University in Phoenix.

“Baseball has always been my passion,” he de-
clared. “I'm trying to see which school I the best
chance to play at. That’s what will influence my deci-
sion. I'll probably figure that out in the next month.
Both have great physical therapy and sports medicine
programs.”

He’ll have to tackle the non-scholarship walk-on try-
outs to make a team plus be able to play well enough.
There’s a chance for scholarships down the road.

“I wouldn’t be playing for scholarships,” he said.

NMOHAVE

COMMUNIY
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Open An Account Today!
Federally Insured by the National Credit
Union Administration

2809 Stockton Hill Rd. ® Kingman e 928-753-8000

Thomas Easter, Kingman Academy of Learning Valedictorian,
supervises some students at KAOL Intermediate School Thurs-
day during his last day of regular high school. He has a GPA of
3.9 and has helped mentor kids at the Intermediate school each
day. It took dedication and hard work and he thanks his parents
for helping him in his studies. Easter plans to go to college, likely
GCU or UNLYV, and study physical therapy, athletic training, or

kinesiology.
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“I'd play because I love the game.”

Easter spent all four high school years play-
ing baseball and basketball. He also ran cross
country his freshman and sophomore years and
intends to use his athletic prowess to channel
those talents into a career that combines his
love of sports with his need to help people.

“I could rehabilitate and heal. I could do
that with athletes,” he said. “My main goal
is to be a sports therapist. If I could make a
career out of (his experience), that would be
fantastic.”

Between his sophomore and junior years he
decided to point himself in that direction.

“I plan on going to something along the
lines of physical therapy or athletic sciences,”

Wisﬁing Yyou luck as Yyou fourney into a new Beginning!
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he said. “I wanted to be an engineer, but after taking
trigonometry I realized how hard math was. At that point
I changed my mind.”

One of Easter’s biggest challenges was a single class
that tripped him up but seared a lesson into his brain.

“I had to improve my grade from 86 percent to 93
percent,” he said about one of teacher Michael Suchowi-
erski’s government courses.

“It was a difficult class. I've been able to get by just
studying a little bit. With this class I had to buckle down,
which will be good for college. I'm finally learning how to
study.”

He lauded his parents for pushing him along.

“My parents have always been there to help me, espe-
cially with the (school) bus trips dropping me off late at
night.”

He praised English teacher Hollie Lowe for improving
his reading and writing and science teacher David Scrog-
gins for stirring interest in anatomy and physiology

“Both of those teachers really pushed me along. It’s
nice having teachers like that.”

Instructor and baseball coach Bill McCord helped him
get through math: “If I was goofin’ off, he’d tell me to
pull my head out and get stuff done.”

He wanted to pass on some wisdom to his peers.

“One of the misconceptions of high school is that life is
a joke and you don’t have to worry,” he said. “It can hurt
your chances for success in the long run. You have to get
a good start to be successful through high school.”

Carole Young - Vice Mayor - Cily of Kingman

KUSD #20 School Board Member
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Kingman High School grad ready to take on ‘archltecture

ARRON RIGCA
aricca@hkdminer.com

KINGMAN - Kingman High School top graduate Kira
Waller is on her way to a full ride at the University of Southern
California in Los Angeles as an architecture major.

She’s had a 4.0 grade point average throughout her high
school career, backed up by advanced placement classes
counted as college courses. She’s also been actively engaged
in the school’s technical programs.

Kingman High School hasn't used the valedictorian title in
about 10 years. They honor all top graduates together.

“T am the number one,” she proclaimed.

She lived in Las Vegas for nine years before moving to
Kingman and was inspired by the elaborate and ritzy designs
of the desert metropolis.

“You got your mini-New York and mini-Eifel Tower,” Waller
said. “The architects who designed those buildings are really
well-known. I said to myself, ‘That’s what I want to do.” The
architecture inspired me.”

She was the president of the Skills USA draft and design
team and will be graduating with coursework in engineering,
drafting and design. She’s been involved with the KHS engi-
neering and architecture programs for four years.

“We compete every year at different state competitions,”
she said. “This year I got a gold medal for an architectural
model I built myself with a laser cutter.”

Waller has worked extremely hard both building her port-
folio and exploring future educational opportunities.

“She’s done all of her college and scholarship applications,
thank you letters and research,” said KHS Guidance Counselor
Connie Fitzsimmons. “She’s done all that on her own.”

Waller racked up more than enough scholarship money
to cover her four years at the prestigious private school. She
submitted a portfolio of her projects, most of which were done
at KHS.

She stressed that USC’s architecture program is highly
competitive.

“If T had a weak portfolio, they wouldn't have even consid-
ered me,” she said. “It’s very career-based. You have to show
you have experience and aptitude for it.”

In order to attend the program at USC, she turned down
the Dorrance Scholarship, which provides aid to first-genera-
tion college students. It would've paid her way to any Arizona
university.

“It’s very difficult and expensive to get into the (USC)
architecture school but I thinks it’s a labor of love and worth

all that work,” she said.
(J i
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You can’t control how smart you are, how funny

“I'm getting a $70,000 education for free.”
She admitted she had an eye for architecture at an early

age.

“IT knew I wanted to do something like interior decorating
or design. Something that affects what people live in or walk

around.”

She moved to Kingman as a freshman and could've at-
tended Lee Williams High School, but chose KHS for the draft

and design program.

Her biggest mentor and inspiration was drafting teacher

Joann Olsen.

“T've had her for the last four years so to be with her for

the last four years shows some
gratitude and dedication on her
part,” said Waller.

She had high expectations
when she started applying for col-
leges, and some initial rejections
woke her up.

“Thad a little bit of entitle-
ment complex,” she admitted.
“I've always been the person to
get a lot of awards. I applied to
many prestigious universities
before USC.”

Overconfidence gave her the
sense that she could do whatever
she wanted.

“I'wasn't really fazed until I
got a rejection letter,” she said.
“That really threw me off.

“T know in my own mind I'm
worthy of going to a good school.
I'm a hard worker and put all my
dedication into everything I do. I
just want to spend the rest of my
life doing what I enjoy.”

Waller poured a foundation of
confidence for her junior class-
mates.

“For all those students who
haven'’t applied for college, they
shouldn't be afraid of rejection
and shouldn't question their self-
worth,” she said. “I know I'm a
good student. I want to do great
things and I want other people to
know they can to.”

. 2016 Kingman High
School top graduate
Kira Waller holds a

house she designed
and constructed

in her drafting and

design classes.
AARON RICCA/Miner

Congratulations
Graduates

The Tassel Was
Worth The Hassle

KINGMAN 0 Tl S0
FURNITU

(Across the street from main post office)
www.kingmanfurniture.com

you are, how good-looking you are. The one thing
you can control in your life is how hard you work. |
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Jennifer, you will succeed at anything you do! Chad you will always strive for good things! You both
have great personalities, a good sense of humor and are not afraid to work hard! Those are three
qualities that will carry you far in life! We are very happy for you and couldn’t be
more proud of the two of you!
Love Always,
Mom, Dad, Justin and Jaleigh

-

Congratulations to Jennifer Wilkerson, Chad Patrykus and the entire graduating class of 2016. You guys have
worked hard and put out a lot of extra effort in the last few years to graduate with huge steps toward your futures.
You’re now moving on to bigger and better things and your both many steps ahead of the rest!

;a;% é’m I N N*v A T Iv E 1709 Hoover St « Kingman

: ' STONEWORKS & LANDSCAPING cell: 928.458.6292 « office: 928.757.7340
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Lee Williams High School 2016

Meaghan Adams Kama Aid-Salazar Melanie Allen Sydney Allen

Matthew Alper Kevin Amberson Joleen Anderson Thomas Anderson Luis Andrade Makeila Andres-Rich

Devin Arnett  Katelynn Arsenault Cheyenne Austin Crystal Avelar Christopher Baca

Ryan Barrus Shaundeen Bear

757-4011 £ )
1650 E. Northern Ave. jy\%

RINGMAN kingmananimalhospital.com z5== |

Animal Hospital
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Julia Brown

Peyton Cardiff

Danielle Clavell Samuel Collins Sierra Conn

Sopma Davis

ﬁ”i‘

FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
2949 Airway Ave.

3
Suite A %

928-279-5065 @L

/ SECURITY & FIRE
2949 AIRWAY AVE., SUITE A
www.nwsecurityaz.com ¢ 928-681-3111




Lee Williams High School 2016

Maribel Fernandez

Hannah Farmer MarydJane Fernandez

Zackary Freeman Alissa Friend Sarah Goade

Gabriel Gonzalez Jennifer Grammer Jeremy Graves Kama Greve iver Grow Keith Hanaoka

Emily Harker Kyle Henson Angelica Herrera Chelsea Hezekia Jessie Hinman Lorraine Hobbs Alexis Hoffman

ONGRATULATIONS 2016 GRADUATES!

As you progress into the next stages of life that include finding a home,
allow me to guide you with all your real estate needs.

pirect  RE/MNP ressia @&K

928.530.1433 Trusted - Experienced \
You Have MoRre To GaiN WHEN You CaLL Wayne [Blpgi8i PRESTON
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Lee Williams High School 2016

Betzaida Isiodia

Marli Lauck Jermaine Lazaroff Savion Levrets

Congratulations
and Good Luck,
Class of 2016!

St. John’s United
Methodist Church
1730 Kino Ave. (928) 692-8828

Email: stjohns@qcitlink.net © Web Site: www.stjohnsume.com
Celebrating 127 years of serving God. 1888-2015

Jennelle Kasper

Christopher Laird

Chelsea Lancaster

Gavin Lankford

“E A ot .
Treat Your Grad Today!

/
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0f equal or lesser value. Some restrictions apply.

Expires 7/20/16.

HUSTLER

OPEN 7 DAYS
2153 Gordon Dr. » 692-0566
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
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Ariana Lebya Diana Lira Drew Lisherness Kristina Lynch Maxel Magnum

Victoria Martin Esmeralda Martinez Brooke McFarland Chyrene McGough Johnnie McNeese

Michael Mendola Garrett Menter Stefeni Merrett Jackie Millim Julia Moll Kameron Monson Layna Morgan

Hioueer Title Agenry

Congratulates the class of

<
The
Taseel

IS definitely worth
the Hacvele!!

Coungratulations to Maniate Sammele and Yolinny Lopey!
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Congrafs

Elsie Moya Randy Muhr  Giancarlo Narvarte

Tylor Needham Stacie Nottingham Alexis Orozco

" Best of

; Iuck on your
journey in

 life.

Raeanna Otero Madison Ott Angelica Palacios

Samantha Parker Timothy Parker Nathan Paulsteiner
201 E. Beale St.
753-3700

1822 3 Northern Ave.
692- 7300

Rian Pearl Skylar Pendley Aubrey Pennel Kensington Penny - '_ WWW. p u w “ w o r I d u z - c o m ’




Lee Williams High School 2016

Jason Ruiz Matthew Rust Brandon Sahawneh

Devan Salmon Oscar Sanchez Ernest Scaff

CONGRATULATIONS |

-2016-
GRADUATES
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TU lTI ON FREE Mohave Community College

LEARN MORE TODAY AT: WWW.MOHAVE.EDU/FUTUREFUND | 866.664.2832
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Chaise Shropshire

Julianna Smith Kaleb Smith

Dylan Solomon

David Stock akob Stone

ey

Tyson Spenser
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES
CLASS OF 2016!
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3633 Stockton Hill Road
(Inside Kingman True Value)
www.dreamsnrainbows.com




Lee Williams High School 2016

Kara Swenson Marcus Tate Joshua Tefft Zachary Thrush

Tristan Vass Johnathon Vestal Katherine Walker

Arron Warren Tiberius Williams Andrew Winningham

Diamond Wooden Marissa Young Kyler Zachreson Jason Zappela

CANYON

RAMADA CONGRATS GRADS! (06,
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Kingman Academy High School 2016

Marlon Atibagos

Brandon Baker Christian Bigelow

Emme Compton Cassidy DuBarton

CONGRATULATIONS

Marissa Young
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Brianca Gordon Brianna Gordon Lorrie Gore Jarett Griffith Riley Hammerling Destinee Haren-Ralph

Gerald Homer III Peter Kile Kiersten Kinsey

Quentin Lopez Keeley Luan Alexis McDade Samantha McGuire

Kyla Niskanen Kelsey Nugent

Dheimond

Monday - Friday

2 9:30am - 5:30pm
z@ WM S 2711 Stockton Hill Road
JEWELERS, Inc. (928) 7579229

“Your Friends in the Jewelry Business” diamondbrothersjewelers.com




Kingman Academy High School 2016

Dillon Poole Jacob Popeil Jacob Rappisi

Makayla Smail

Natalie Todd Cassidy Watkins Alexis Whalen Austin Whalen

Kingman Academy High School
Graduates Not Pictured

Vanessa Adams
Ashley Borden
Kaylyn Campbell
Payton

A Better Way To Build! 928-768-8888 ¢ 5333 Hwy 95, Fort Mohave, AZ



Christian Barrios

Ryan Boles Vasquez

Shannon Brown

Elantra GT

Kingman High School 2016

Humberto Ayala

Adriana Benge Jamie Bibbus

Corey Carter Kaleb Carver
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Kingman High School 2016

Tyler Collette Zachary Collette

Kendra Crandall

John Crawford

Emily Derricks John Donson

You are so special. ::
How loved you-are.
You’ll always be
Our shooting star!

AT,

Kurstin Duncan Christopher Dupee Erick Edwards

Western Arizona Vocational Education

Ride the WAVE to your career choice!

NG UnifiedfSchool @ﬂ@iﬂgﬂ@t
M/EEM in [ <ecoanition

[~
The Western Arizona Vocational Education District #50 (WAVE) Governing Board would like to con-
gratulate all Kingman High School and Lee Williams High School graduates. We want to especially
recognize the students that participated in the Joint Technical Education programs. These programs
of study provide career preparation in the following Career and Technical Education (CTE) areas:

» Agriscience — Animal Systems

* Allied Health — Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation

* Business Management and Administrative Services

* Construction Technologies — Cabinetmaking

* Culinary Arts

* Drafting and Design — Architectural and Mechanical

* Early Childhood Education

* Graphics Communications — Digital Photography and

Graphic/Web Design

* Welding Technology

* Performing Arts — Technical Theatre

* Nursing Services

* Computer Information Systems

* Automotive Technologies

* Law and Public Safety

* Fire Service
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Steven Edwards Naomi Ellis-Noller

Destiny Forman Rebecka Frandsen Aries Fulkerson Marley Ghahate

Andrue Gonzales Desirae Gonzalez John Kenneth Guarin Justin Guitar

Eric Haller Jason Harris Tyler Harrison Catriona Hartnett Cameron Hector

Mission Bank

“Your Community Bank”
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Jordan Jamison Gavin Jones Andreya Keffer

Avery Lee Cristina Lopez Jennifer Lopez

Jayla Lopez-Dillow  Christopher Loza-Solaiza Tanner Mahlmeister Katerine Mairena-Montoya

Jesse Masters Darrian Mauch Holland McLean Hanna Meadville Heather Melius

Raymond Mercola Anthony Meza Joseph Michaud Rachel Miller Logynn Millermon Katelyn Mitchell Jason Moore
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Edward Mooring Rosie Morin Dustee Morris Samantha Mossor

Tommy Myers Julian Nelson Nicholas Nelson Ricky Nelson Louden 0’Campo  Zachary Obiedzenski

Kirsten Orozc Christian Overhulser Alexis Paredes William Partridge Chad Patrykus

Jonie Payton ReAna Perez Vanessa Perez Russell Perkins Connie Peterson Macie Peterson

Mark Piccinetti Kaegan Rivedal Katherine Ruggles

2016
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Kevin Sanford Trent Schoch

Joshua Schreuder

Matthew Stanley

Makenna Taylor

Jasmine Wilcher

Kira Waller Sierra Watts Mason Wester

2016




Kingman High School 2016

Jennifer Wilkerson Lauren Winslow Matthew Wisniske Casey Wurm Jack Yates Chandler Zimmerman

This publication represents the graduating class of 2016 as supplied by the schools of Kingman.
If anyone has been overlooked, please come by the Daily Miner office at 3015 Stockton Hill Road by Wednesday,
May 25th at 5 p.m. and we’ll make sure you get the recognition you deserve in the following Sunday paper.

The Swanty
family would like
to congratulate

the graduating
Class of 2016!

7 1 % . ’< 5
928-753-3131

—_— vevivasigff  JeepP  wxm 2620 E. Andy Devine

KINGMANDODGE.COM




Kingman High School 2016 Page 27




Page 28 Graduation 2016

1t

| v" ﬁ

PR:E(EACILION

&

OTS]GEIGREATIPRIZI
IVEN

6600
166/&S

kY
) i
i)




	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

