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FACTS
& FIGURES 
Dates: Aug. 5-21

Site: Rio de Janeiro

Slogan: “A New World”

Mascot: “Vinicius,” a mix 
of different Brazilian 
animals

Tickets available: 
7.5 million

Time zone for Rio: +1 
hour in relation to EDT

Countries participating: 
More than 200

Number of athletes 
expected: 10,500

Number of American 
athletes: More than 500

Medals (gold, silver 
bronze) to be awarded: 
2,102

Number of sports: 41

Number of events: 306

Number of competition 
venues: 32

Number of medals 
Americans won in London 
2012: 104

Number of athletes who 
failed drug tests in London 
2012: 23

Records set in London 
2012: 174

Number of medals won by 
Michael Phelps: 22

New members of the USA 
Swim Team: 30

Number of refugee 
athletes competing: 10

Venue of opening and 
closing ceremony: 
Maracanã Stadium

Amount of ad sales by 
NBC: More than $1 billion

Historic partnership: NBC 
has aired every summer 
Olympics since 1988.

Noteworthy: The first 
time the Olympics have 
been held in South 
America.

Quoteworthy:
“For 17 days, it’s 
normally a honeymoon. 
But you never know 
what will happen in the 
case of Rio. I’m not sure 
it will be a typical 
Brazilian Samba or 
Carnival atmosphere, 
but I’m sure it will be 
better than normal, or 
better than now.”
— German gold-medal 
rower Wolfgang Maennig

“I’m just going to focus 
on my racing and what 
my goals are, and 
anybody else’s expecta-
tions don’t really mean 
much to me.”
— USA swimmer 
Katie Ledecky

SIMONE BILES
AGE: 19
Hometown: Spring, Texas
Sport: Gymnastics
Best shot at gold: Biles could 
return from Brazil with up 
to five medals in her 
carry-on luggage. She is a 
heavy favorite to become 
the fourth American to win 
the Olympic all-around title 
and is a threat to win gold 
on vault, floor and beam.

KATIE LEDECKY
Age: 19
Hometown: Washington, D.C.
Sport: Swimming
Best shot at gold: Ledecky is 
an overwhelming favorite 
to win at least two 
individual golds as the 
world-record holder in the 
both the 400 and 800 
freestyle. She will likely 
face more of a challenge in 
the 200 free but is still the 
swimmer to beat.   

ALLYSON FELIX
Age: 30
Hometown: Los Angeles
Sport: Track
Best shot at gold: She wanted 
to go for gold in the 200 
and 400, but an ankle injury 
set back her training and 
she failed to qualify in the 
200. With only one event to 
focus on, it’d be hard to bet 
against her. 
 

ASHTON EATON
Age: 28
Hometown: Eugene, Oregon.
Sport: Track & Field
Best shot at gold: When 
healthy, he’s pretty much 
untouchable in the 
decathlon.

IBTIHAJ MUHAMMAD
Age: 30
Hometown: Maplewood, 
New Jersey
Sport: Fencing
Best shot at gold: 
Muhammad will make 
history in Rio as the first 
U.S. athlete to wear the 
hijab, a Muslim head scarf. 
Muhammad will be a long 
shot to compete for gold, 
but a medal is possible.

His legacy as one of the greatest 
Olympians ever already secure, 
Michael Phelps looks for more

e's the greatest Olympian ever, with a staggering 
haul of 22 medals — 18 of them gold — since first 
testing the water in Sydney as a teenager in 2000.

Now Michael Phelps is a 31-year-old new father trying to 
cap off a remarkable career with one final gold rush in Rio. 
He has qualified for three individual races but also could 
swim in up to three relays.

After coming out of a brief retirement and coming to 
terms with some personal issues, he'll be the titular lead-
er of a U.S. team loaded with both proven talent and 
young swimmers hoping to make a splash.

Among them is Ryan Lochte, who has 11 medals of his 
own and will try to go out on top in his rivalry with Phelps 
in their showdown in the 200-meter individual medley.

"I don't know of another person in this world who 
brings out the best in me like he does," Phelps said. "Nei-
ther one of us likes to lose."

Neither does Katie Ledecky, perhaps the most dominant 
swimmer in the world. She will be a big favorite to add to 
her medals from the London Olympics, where she sur-
prised everyone by winning the 800 freestyle as a 
15-year-old.

All eyes won't be on the water in Rio. On land, Jamaica's 
Usain Bolt figures to electrify fans as he did in the last two 
Olympics, where he dominated the sprints. With Russia's 
track team banned because of doping allegations, some 
surprise winners also are likely.

Fears of Zika, polluted water and crime aside, the Rio 
games have a lot to offer. The scenery will look spectacu-
lar on TV, and athletes will compete for glory under the 
kind of stifling pressure that only the world's biggest 
sporting event can impose.

There will be tears and cheers, surprise winners and 
devastated losers. New stars will be born, and old ones 
will take one last shot at gold when the games begin Aug. 
5.

The biggest star, though, is Phelps, who insists this will 
be his last time, more eager than he was four years ago in 
London and more secure in who he is now with an infant 
son and more settled personal life.

This time, he's not going to waver. There will be no 
more swimming after these games, no dreams of taking 
yet another shot at the age of 35 in Tokyo

“I'm done,” Phelps said. “The body is done. This is my 
last one.” 

Other things to watch for in Rio:
NEW SPORTS
Golf returns to the Olympics for the first time in 112 years, 
while rugby also makes a return of sorts with the rugby 
sevens competition. Golf will be without some of the 
world’s top male players, who withdrew either because of 
Zika worries or scheduling conflicts, but a full field is set 
anyway for both the women's and men's events. Watch 
for Fiji, a favorite in men's rugby, to win the country's 
first-ever Olympic medal.

GYM GEMS
They call Aly Raisman “Grandma” because at 22 she's 
pushing traditional age limits for gymnasts. But the 
captain of the “Fierce Five” U.S. women's team that won 
gold in London will be back, as will reigning all-around 
champion Gabby Douglas. The best member of the strong 
U.S. team, though, is Simone Biles, a 4-foot-9 bundle of 
moves who has not lost a major competition since 2013 
and is the three-time reigning world all-around champion.

HOOPS
No Kobe. No LeBron. No problem. The U.S. men's basket-
ball team is still a prohibitive favorite to win gold yet 
again, despite the absence of some stars of Olympics 
past. With Kobe Bryant retired and LeBron James resting 
after winning the NBA title, the roster is missing some star 
power. But Kevin Durant will be in Rio, and so will Klay 
Thompson. Carmelo Anthony is in, too, as is Kyrie Irving. 
Spain, France and Brazil should fight for the silver and 
bronze.

TUNING IN
Need a quick Olympic fix at any time of the day? No 
problem. Broadcasters around the world are showing the 
games, but NBC is going all out to make sure the Olympics 
are a big part of everyone's summer. Besides coverage on 
NBC's assortment of stations, a whopping 4,500 hours of 
Olympic action will be available for live streaming on 
everything from phones to TV sets. Expect to see lots of 
swimming and gymnastics, but plenty of hours dedicated 
to even the most minor sports and 170 commentators to 
tell you all about it.
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